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Caribou harvest advice 2006 

L. Christine Cuyler & Lars Witting  

Greenland Institute of Natural Resources 
 

This document presents advice on caribou harvest in west and northwest Greenland from the 

Greenland Institute of Natural Resources (GN) to the Ministry of Environment and Nature 

(DMN) of the Greenland Home Rule Government for caribou / reindeer harvests in 

autumn/winter 2006ï2007. 

 

Background  
Following aerial surveys in 1993, the total number of caribou in West Greenland was 

estimated at 9,000 animals and hunting was banned for two years, 1993-1994. Aerial surveys 

in 1996 estimated 22,000 animals and harvest quotas were kept low from 1995 through 1999. 

However, West Greenland range quality supported a phenomenal fertility in the 1990ôs 

(Cuyler & Østergaard 2005), and the abundance estimates from the 1990ôs were shown to be 

underestimates (Linnell et al. 2000, Cuyler et al. 2002, 2003). New helicopter surveys in 

2000 and 2001 revealed that caribou in west Greenland numbered approximately 140,000 

caribou, i.e., individual stocks were five to seven times their estimates in 1996. Harvest 

quotas were abruptly and substantially increased in 2000, 2001 and 2002. Open unlimited 

hunting began in 2003 and continued in 2004 and 2005.  

 

The wild caribou in west and northwest Greenland are currently recognized to consist of 

about 10 more or less discrete stocks that each receives a specific management advice. To 

provide sound scientific advice for each stock it is crucial to understand the dynamics of the 

stock in the light of the harvest. To date GN has performed a crude monitoring of the 

abundance of three to four of the major stocks in West Greenland, but even for these stocks a 

sound management advice is limited by the lack of catch data. 

 

At present there are no catch data on the removal of caribou per stock, but only an estimate of 

the total annual catch for all stocks in Greenland. Owing to expected financial cut-backs and 

their consequences for the abundance monitoring of caribou in West Greenland, correct 

harvest statistics will become increasingly important for the management advice in the future. 

In consequence GN might not be able to provide future management advice for caribou  

unless catch data for each geographical unit becomes available. With no subdivided harvest 

data, modelling of stock dynamics is not an obvious option, and a management advice that 

covers several years cannot be given at present. 

 

Stock structure 

The Greenland Home Rule government added an eleventh stock for harvesting during the 

2005-2006 hunting season. Escaped semi-domestic reindeer had established a feral 

population north of the reindeer husbandry district of Isortoq, which is in southern 

Greenland. This eleventh stock inhabits the Ivittuut area, encompassed by the large 

Sermiligaarsuk Fjord to the north and the Ivittuut municipal boundary to the south.  

 

The stocks (region name in parentheses) are in order from north to south (Fig. 1): 

¶ Inglefield Land / Prudhoe Land: small stock 
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¶ Olrik Fjord / Pituffik: small stock 

¶ Nuussuaq Halvø: small stock 

¶ Naternaq (Naternaq): small stock 

¶ KangerlussuaqïSisimiut (North): large stock 

¶ AkiaïManiitsoq (Central):  large stock  

¶ Ameralik(South): medium stock 

¶ Qeqertarsuatsiaat (South): small stock 

¶ Qassit (Paamiut): small stock 

¶ Neria (Paamiut): small stock 

¶ Ivittuut: unknown size stock (feral reindeer) 

The caribou population borders (Fig. 1) generally agree with the areas where hunting is 

permitted for those populations. Notable exceptions are Inglefield land and Naternaq. In the 

former, the eastern ½ of the region is protected from hunting. In the latter hunting is 

permitted in only 2 small areas on the southern border. 

 
 

Figure 1. Locations of Greenland caribou / feral reindeer populations in 2006, with 
corresponding harvest region number, and where applicable a region name. 


